
MANASI  PETKAR 

A student studying Bachelors of Architecture. Besides architecture my interests lie in arts, reading books, 

often mystery based or crime based- sometimes finishing in 1 day and sometimes months, watching a lot 

of true crime, murder mystery movies and documentaries. Mysteries, thriller and horror interest me 

because those are the only genres that keep my attention span intact for more than 10 minutes. One can 

say I’m always distracted. Sometimes I ponder upon the human existence and meaning of life. Looking at 

sunsets and colourful cloudy skies of Mumbai I find peace.  



 

 

A Wednesday 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

After receiving an anonymous tip about a bomb, a 

police commissioner must negotiate with the terrorist, 

who demands the release of four militants. 

Release Poster of the Film 

  Direction: Neeraj Pandey 

Story/Script: Neeraj Pandey 

 Cast: Naseeruddin Shah, 

  Anupam Kher, 

    Jimmy Shergill 

 



This movie is set between 2pm to 6pm on a Wednesday in the bustling, crowded city of Mumbai. 

The storyline of the movie is structured wholly around Mumbai. 

 

The story starts by Prakash Rathod, Mumbai Police Commissioner, played by Anupam Kher, 

narrating the most enthralling case of his life, sitting at Marine Drive a day prior to his retirement. 

He reflects back on to the day when it all happened, an afternoon on a busy Wednesday in 

Mumbai where a nameless common man caused a huge difference. 

 

It starts off by introducing various characters of the movie by them doing their daily 

jobs. These jobs are indicative of iconic locations in Mumbai. The commoner, played by 

Naseeruddin Shah; depicts every commoner living in Mumbai. He starts his introductory scene in 

the lifeline of Mumbai, the local train, that too at the most well known station of Mumbai, 

Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus, truly giving the gist of a Mumbaikar. 

 

The introductory 20 mins wouldn’t have been possible if it was based in any other city. The shots 

from the People relaxing at Marine Drive, to them rushing to catch their early morning local train, 

to people enjoying at the large malls of Mumbai, to the bustling gullies of south bombay. Shots of 

busy buses, crowded trains, taxis stuck in traffic give a brief understanding of the lively city of 

Mumbai. 

 

All the characters of the movie are connected to the city; most of them are connected through their 

job- the Mumbai Police to the News reporter- their jobs were heavily based of Mumbai as a city. 

But the commoner, he was related to Mumbai, not because of his job, but because he has lived 

there, because he is a local citizen of Mumbai. 

 

The setting of Mumbai is vital to the story line. The terrorist attacks on Mumbai play a crucial role 

in the backseat of the actual plot, hinting to the characters choices and decisions. The terrorist 

attacks frame the understanding of the main character, the unnamed commoner. Mumbai provides 

a historical background to the storyline. 

About 
the 
Film. 



“If you keep  
attacking  
someone, 
they will  
break 
or strike back.” 

The film is centred around Mumbai and the constant 

oppression that its citizens have to put up with. 

 

The movie ‘A Wednesday’, shows how Mumbai faces 

terrorists attacks and numerous lives of innocent citizens 

are lost, but justice is never served to the city. 

Justice is never served, the terrorists continue to live guilt 

free and unpunished. 

 

The people pretend like everything is alright and go 

back to their daily lives. 

But, one common man of the city shows how angry the 

city really is. He wants revenge. 

 

Government, terrorists, corrupt Politian's, keep attacking 

this city. The city quietly puts up with all the injustice 

against it. The City is tired of bearing it all.  

 

Long until the city breaks or strikes back. 

Revenge 

Injustice Anger 

Pain 

Terrorism 

Common Man 

V/s Govt 

Frustration 

Tired 

“Don’t push the 
common man, 
or he will strike 
back.” 



The 
Theme 
“If you keep  
attacking  
someone, 
they will  
break 
or strike back.” 

Healthy trees die of cursing in 

Solomon islands 

Do not poke a sleeping tiger or he will bite 

Polluting the Earth will back fire onto the humans 



Revenge 

Injustice Anger 

Pain 

Terrorism 

Common Man 

V/s Govt 

Frustration 

Tired 

Understanding 
and 
Abstracting 

negative emotions like anger, frustration, pain understood and abstracted to a 

sharp angular lines 

All of these emotions are interconnected, 

they lead to one another.  

 

In this situation of common man vs the 

government, the common man is tired of 

the terrorism. 

This situation leads to emotions like anger 

and frustration, which lead to pain or 

tiredness. In this, the commoner wishes for 

either justice or revenge 



“Don’t push the 
common man, or 
he will strike 
back.” 

module of 50X50X50 mm wooden cubes 

A type of public seating 

promenade, that is made 

up of these modules. 

People need to take care of 

it for it to be functional or 

else it falls apart. 

This phrase can be understood as 

if you don’t take care or 

something, it will fall or break 

apart. 

 

 

This can be understood as some 

structure that maybe falls apart if 

not taken care of by the 

community. 

As a society if we stay together, 

united, we stay strong and survive 

longer. 



Other rejected 
ideas 

The structure was intended to be  a 

viewing platform or similar. 

The key idea was to create a sense of 

unbalance, and to make the people 

work together with each others help  

The structure would tilt to one side 

everytime excessive amount of people were 

standing on that side, making it difficult 

to see the view. But when everyone 

distributes themselves well in the space, 

the structure becomes stable. 



The  
Final 
Idea 

“If you keep attacking 

someone, they will  break 

or strike back.” 

 

Roughly can also be 

understood as if we stay 

strong together as a society 

or unit, no one can break 

us 

 

“United we stand, divided 

we fall.” 

Self supporting 

structures that 

depend on 

friction to stay 

put. 

The da vinci bridge (in elevation) 

A hexagon self 

supporting 

module that can 

form a geodesic 

dome if repeated 

over again 

These self supporting structures are 

significant of when our society is strong 

together. 

 

The movie talks about how the 

government and people should work 

together for their progress. 



No other place justifies this as, the intersection of CST-the 

heart of Mumbai’s railway, the lifeline of Mumbaikars; and 

BMC Headquarters, the governing body of the city, with the 

Azad maidan being near, the landmark of strive for 

freedom. 

 

No other location for the structure would be more apt to 

show the relationship between the government and the 

public. 

The structure would be a dome like pavilion 

with no fixed joineries, being able to collapse 

and rebuild anytime. 

 

The pavilion would be before the entrance to 

the subway opposite the CST Station, serving 

as pause point for all the people hustling by.  

People in this area often have to meet or wait 

for someone, or jus need rest or even a place 

to stand in this busy place.  

This pavillion will be a shaded spot for them 

to wait, rest or meet someone on the hot and 

busy pavement. 

Da Vinci 

Bridge module 

repeated 

Creepers 

and vines 

growing to 

give shade 

CST 

BMC 

Subway 

entrance Pavilion 



Cover of the Book 

 

 

Dongri to Dubai: 
Six Decades of the Mumbai Mafia 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

After receiving an anonymous tip about a bomb, a 

police commissioner must negotiate with the terrorist, 

who demands the release of four militants. 

Book by S. Hussain Zaidi 
Foreword by Vikram Chandra 



About 
the 
Book. 

The book chronicles the story of notorious gangsters like Haji Mastan, Karim Lala, 

Varadarajan Mudaliar, Chhota Rajan, Abu Salem, and primarily Dawood Ibrahim 

from 1947 to 2011. 

Dawood Ibrahim was initiated into crime as a pawn in the hands of the Mumbai 

police and went on to wipe out the competition and eventually became the Mumbai 

police's own nemesis. The narrative encompasses several milestones in the history of 

crime in India, from the rise of the Pathans, formation of the Dawood gang, the first 

ever supari, mafia's nefarious role in Bollywood, Dawood's move to Karachi, and 

Pakistan's subsequent alleged role in sheltering one of the most wanted persons in the 

world. 

The story is primarily about how a boy from Dongri became a don in Dubai and 

captures his bravado, focus, ambition, and lust for power in a gripping narrative. The 

meticulously researched book provides an in-depth and comprehensive account of 

the mafia's games of supremacy and internecine warfare. 

The narrative begins from the period of the 1950s when the eras of smugglers like 

Haji Mastan and Varadarajan Mudaliar flourished. Then it moves to tell stories of the 

menace of the Pathan gang, the short but deadly span of Manya Surve and the rise 

and fall of Maya Dolas whose location was tipped by Dawood Ibrahim himself in 

order to cut the hands reaching towards him eventually all the events leading to the 

making of the don - Dawood Ibrahim. It's a story of how a young boy from the streets 

of Dongri, a police man's own son becomes a fugitive from law to hide in Dubai and 

never to return to his homeland. All the events mentioned in the book leads to 

the 1993 Mumbai Blasts which were blamed on Dawood. It explains why Dawood 

was not entirely the mastermind and how due to political manipulation he went on to 

be called a 'deshdrohi'. 

 



The book from Dawood’s narrative feels nothing but 

regret and unhappiness. Even if he has immense 

power and massive amounts of wealth, there's still an 

underlying feeling of dissatisfaction. The first chapter 

of the book itself describes all the properties and 

riches he is amassed over the years and all the 

powerful people and contacts he knows. 

  

But immediately, the next line contrasts it all: “All the 

wealth in the world cannot guarantee you a good 

night’s sleep. Dawood is an insomniac.” 

 

He isn’t content even when he has everything in the 

world. He often wishes to go back to his small home 

in Dongri, Mumbai, even when lives in a palace in 

Dubai.   

“All the wealth  
in the world 
cannot guarantee 
you a good 
nights’ sleep.” 



If all the wealth  
in the world 
cannot guarantee 
you a good 
nights’ sleep, then 
what will? 

This phrase comes from King Midas. King Midas is a popular 

folklore about a King who was granted a single wish from the Gods. 

King Midas was extremely greedy. He wished that everything he 

touched turned to gold. 

He enjoyed the blessing at first, when his golden touch turned fruits, 

plates, doors, everything into gold. He was extremely happy with all 

the new wealth. 

But, then when he touched his daughter, his daughter turned into 

solid gold like a statue. He regretted  his greedy wish.  

A story 



Good nights sleep is 

only to avail when 

one is peaceful 

mentally. 

Things that 
give good 
nights sleep 

-sounds of nature and 

childhood 

sounds of the waves, 

sounds of water 

falling, breeze 

flowing, trees 

swooshing, etc 

People living in a bustling city like Mumbai, often 

have trouble getting a good nights sleep due to 

stress or restlessness, trying to make ends meet, 

office and money worries, etc. 

 

This city is unforgiving and getting undisturbed 

sleep is difficult hence I want people to be in a 

space that makes one temoparily forget about their 

woes and feel like their meditating while sleeping. 



The  
Final 
Idea 

The structure is a place that 

helps one sleep, containing a lot 

of beds for people to sleep. 

Creating an environment of 

tranquillity by incorporating 

trees, shrubs and greenery; 

sound of water- flowing and 

falling, and privacy. 

This structure is ideated 

to be at places where 

people are continuously 

busy and require some rest, for example, 

places like airports, corporate offices, business districts, etc. 


