
About Author

Taken inspiration from Ted Mosby, she is a part time architecture student and a 
full time day-dreamer.
Could be called as a human form of a turtle who likes being inside her own shell.
Loves listening to Hindi retro songs and Gulzaar without really understanding 
Urdu.
Wants to travel the entire world and write her own book someday but also 
wants sleep for four days straight if given a choice.
Silently wishes if fictional characters were real.
Runs out of words describing herself. Writing this bio gives her identity crisis.



The Movie is a Biographical film based on the life of Saadat 
Hassan Manto who was a very bold, unorthodox and a 
prophetic Urdu short-story author and also an Indian 
Screenwriter of the Pre Independent India. He came to Bombay 
in 1939, the city which later on became the protagonist of most 
of his short stories. He wrote about the prostitutes living in the 
chawls of Bombay, The goons on the streets, the gangsters and 
the ordinary men and women that composed the fabric of 
Bombay during his time. His stories were based on real life and 
were  frank just as how he had seen and witnessed them . He 
wrote about things that the society considered as a 
taboo because of which he had to face trial six times on charges 
of obscenity. But when you read those stories from an unbiased 
or a neutral perspective, you will find out that it contained a 
sense of moral outrage that aimed at reflecting the then existing 
society and the movie potrayed exactly that.

Manto, 2018 Directed by Nandita Das.



Mind-map to deduce the theme of the movie



Seeing things without any lenses
Self Harm (By Alcoholism)

Un-polarised opinions.

Rebel Different Perspective

Diagrams and conceptual sketches drawn to decipher the theme of the Movie and also to understand the traits of 
the protagonist



When Manto came to Bombay,
He wrote about a girl with a moustache.
He wrote about a man who fell in love 
with a prostitute.
He wrote about how in this city 
Bollywood was above all religions.

When Manto went back to Lahore,
He wrote about people escaping the 
loopholes in the name of partition.
He wrote about a helpless father who 
kept looking for his young daughter in 
the rescue camps.
He wrote about an inmate who in 
search of his home died on a piece of 
land that belonged to neither of the 
countries.

Most Importantly, wherever Manto
went
He wrote What he saw.

Picture Source: Filmybeat

Theme of the Movie: Truth and 
Acceptance



Initial ideas for expression of  of the theme “ Truth and 
Acceptance.”

An Idea of having 
a common 
courtyard 
between a Church 
and a Masjid

A complex with a hospital 
in between and 
surrounded by shrines of 
all religions.

A pentagonal structure with 
Operation Theatre in between 
surrounded by little shrines of 
all religions for people to pray.



Plan Showing the entrance of Thane Station

The Idea was to create an entrance 
easily accessible for everyone. The 
ramp provides it easier for old 
people and people on wheel chair 
to access it. The Tactile Pavers 
guides the Blind people. The 
position of Auto stands right next 
to the entrance makes it easier for 
people new in the city to access it.

Final Struture:  Main Entrance of the thane railway station
Location: Thane,west



Sketch showing the ramp and 
human activities
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3 1. A blind person using tactile 
pavers to find way
2. A Person on wheelchair
3. A commoner



Tales From Firozshah Baag, Rohington Mistry

The book is s collection of intersecting tales of residents of Firozshah Baag, a 
Parsi colony in Mumbai. The stories date back to the 1960’s Bombay. 
Rohington Mistry finely crafted each character in each story giving us a visual 
delight through words. One such story is “The Auspicious Day”

The protagonist Rustomjee is an imbittered man in his fifties, while his wife 
Mehroo is a very young and smart woman. Rustomjee seems to get irritated 
by the chaos of the city, the noises of the children. There is an incident in the 
story in which a person spits Paan on Rustomjee’s clothes from the window of 
the double decker bus and he ends up abusing the crowd that made fun of 
him. Mehroo also seems to prefer calm over chaos, the calm she describes for 
the feeling of peace inside the Fire temple. The Story ends on an Unexpected 
Murder in the fire temple that shocks both of them. They take their own time 
to get over it and continue doing their chores as if nothing happened.

The story gives an idea about the Parsis of Bombay who had always been an 
introverted community and how they were okay with being that way.



Different Solitude in The Chaos Introversion

Subtle existence without noise
Looking Inwards

Diagrams and conceptual sketches drawn to decipher the theme of the Movie 



While Some of us love Bombay for its 
noisy and lively fabric,
Some of us escapes from its hubbub 
only to get home at peace.
While some of us awe at the colourful 
markets on the streets.
Some of us feel bad about the chaotic 
lives and pits.
Some of us need to be constantly 
surrounded by people.
While some of us from time to time 
need to return to our shelters.
For some, its loneliness and for some 
its solace.
And so it is for Rustomjee and Mehroo.
Their life in Bombay is like Solitude in 
the Chaos,
Though they love the city anyway.

Pic source: Getty Images

Theme of the Book: Solitude in the Chaos



Initial ideas for expression of the theme ‘Solitude in the Chaos’

The idea was to create a space for both 
the people who love to be chirpy and 
interact with people and for the ones who 
want to hangout just by themselves. 
The spiral creates a space for Introverts 
while the outer curve creates an 
unrestricted space for extroverts who can 
interact. 
I tried to imagine it as a library where 
people would need solitude to read books 
and would sometimes want to have 
conversations about books in a group.



1,2,3,12- Library
4,8,13,14- Café seatings
5. Lean on Book reading space 
9,10,11- Terraced seatings
15-Entrance ramp

Final outcome in the form 
of a structure

Final Structure: A  Book Café and Library
Location: Navi Mumbai

This space is a book 
café with library and a 
platform for stand-up 
poetry that allows 
people to interact, 
have conversations 
and also escape the 
noise by going inside 
the niches that creates 
the library.



Sketch showing the open air cafeterias and the library in the niches
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1. Terraced 
Seatings
2. Café seatings
3. Stepped 
Seatings
4. Library in the 
niche 
5. Platform for 
Stand-up poetry
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